
• Every four hours, a New Mexico resident dies from alcohol-related causes.1

• From 2010-2020, at least 42% of homicide victims and 32% of suicide victims
in New Mexico were drinking alcohol at the time of their death.2

• Approximately 73,000 New Mexico residents living with alcohol use disorder do
not receive treatment.3

• Alcohol is associated with myriad health conditions: hypertension, at least seven
types of cancer, stroke, depression, anxiety, suicide, intimate partner violence, gun
violence, and injury including falls, burns, and motor vehicle crashes.4

• Raising alcohol excise taxes by just a quarter per drink could reduce alcohol
consumption by about 10% and generate over $250 million in annual tax revenue to
directly benefit our communities most impacted by alcohol.

• Alcohol policies work. More restrictive alcohol policies protect against alcoholic liver
disease, motor vehicle crashes, intimate partner violence, and even gun violence and
homicide. Increasing the price of alcohol through excise tax is a powerful, evidence-
based public health policy to reduce excessive alcohol consumption and related harms.5-7

• If taxes increased by $0.25/standard drink, research indicates the most taxes would
be paid by those who are ‘white, male, aged 21–50 years, earning $50,000+ per year,
employed, and had a college degree’.8
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